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2 BRIDE'S REELS

« KALES

"Bride™ is very anclent and nobody knows what it means,She tas so
important that the groon was named aftex her.Hs was called the "brydgrma”
or bridegeno,guma being the eauivalent of ILatin hono,man;thercfore the
brido's nan,.In tine guma beccme econfused with groonm,vhich once means a
toy or nira beforas it ~es narrowed dowm to a man~servani.The weddinz
gucsss used to be kncwn as dridallers.The lecading tridesraid was tho
"bost maid™ to match tha "best man",Ucmarried girls used to wzar vhite
to a wodding ard were called "bridesraidens", The "honest folk" at a
wedding were a marrled couple razlated to the bride.Lhe womnn equivaleat
to the !Mat=on o Horcur.Tho brydealu or "bride-ale” wag svecifically tho
vodding banquot or feast,later lmowm as the wodding brealkfass,A 1iZs=al
trock fast vhea one had to have fanted sinece midnib to talte cornunion.
I=ids Ale haos contractod to Bridal which scunds like an cdjectivo and 1%

becane usod a3 one,
DAICES

The f£irst dance after the meal was often "Bonny Breast Knots" led ty
the btride md groca,best man and bridesmaid,

Todding reels for 4,56 or 8 were ustially started ty that 4 with the
holp of the honest folk ard nlose ra2latives.

Tho Pride's reels started before the bride and grcom went to bed, They
were first danced by tho bride,best maid, the marrcied weeon,the bride's
nother ard other cloje female relatives.During the reels the men "swopd
the dride” with straw bruches made from straw with the grain renoved,The
toettons would te tound with onz riblon znd the heads in 2's and 3's with
seperato ritbons,However thoy were not to touch the brido,.only irritato
the rest. -

Thore are traditional Scottish tunes - the Bride's March,Too'd and
llarried an' a' cnd The ZBride's Melcoms Home,

THE ARRANGE!ENT
Reols axe alternate stepping and reeling and usually only cne {ora of

tho reel was used in any one vlace,™ithin a displar,the cimnificance to
the dancors i3 unimportant and i% iz ~ore effoctive o string several
different foms togethor.The following combines 4 =nd 8 hendsd versions.,

TS STTES
Travelling: forzs of the 1 2 3 hop ie Chasse cnd Fop-one-f-iwo which

A Tae,

close the rear foot up behind the other on 4h2 2ad beas.
So%¥ing ¢ Packstuep with hop or the Pas de Basque

different musiciars had various speeds,Fast was €0 dars/ain

Speed H
ard slow 40 bars/min {%0= country dnnec,48= normal morria).

Could alterrate passages,
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. End each reel vith three stamps.
Some of the setting is done with hands linked with neighbours and

pone facing partner with both hands touching ™+1,1l*r - arme straight,
body upright and not leaning onto hemds.

ONGE TO YOURSZILF - just two chords,
Starting position

1 o (£ &

o @ o @
STEPPING 1
ln starting position,facing in,

¥ ¥ v ¥

s~ A oA A

o~ )
\4

S—g RS

&~ rReg/ A

stars, right cirzle end ard face

band in front
STEPYIIG 2 - in one lino,facing parinern
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tride's Rocls 3
REEL 1 finish

GL L

circ le

STEPPING & - in two lines of 4 along set and facing partner;,hands touch
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L 2 -~ al1 8 follow in pairs in-a reel of 4 along the set
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© start path of reel

HEE

STEPPRIG 5 ~ in two lines of 4 along set,facing asrosg,. joined hands

REEL 3 - in 4's - into two loaps

right hard crogsesn
U.\\y first.so othdr waits
J and dances out of
]
é phase,
_ﬂ start - loops

BTEPPING 6 -~ like 1
v v v v

A A A A



. Bride's Reels 4
REEL 4 - all 8 in two interlacing loops of 4
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STEFPING 7 = like 3
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REEL 4 continued
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REEL 5 - swing in pairs - g0 round at steady pace. and all 4 at ssme rate
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FEREL 6 - for all 8 - in two halvea
(D] (aaj do not come off a loop
4
S I till someone else
enters
{5
<:;::7. g (::)

start - pass by left path

STEFPING 8 ~ 1like 3/7 but both hands %ouch as in &
RERLD 6 continued to place as at start of reel
STEPPINIG © - face in in a square

<
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e i Join inside hands
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REEL 7 - reel of 4 across the set - pairs linked up with aras round
waists

track

7
this comer Y
walt a 1itt star‘.: \ lezd off -
>

Dance takes about 3 minutes.
- A special person or a nevly married (ensaged) couple could stand in

the niddie throughout,

Roel 6 can te used on its own with the counle standing in the riddle
back to back with arms linked.The musician stops suddenly and they have
to attempt to unlink their arns and turn and kiss each other beforo any
of those in thes reel can reach then.

"The Drunken Skivper" is & reel in which during the steppipng the
dancers stagsed about as if drunk,After about the 6th bar the tune i3
sloved down considerably and the spparent drunkenness is increased i1l
they collapse en the floor.Tise on a chord and reel acain,The dancers
try to £all on top of each other.each trving to be tn-moss,

The strax trush is a suitable traditicnal altersa<ive for fenales to

the morris mens! biadd:r apd tail,



